Anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA) have In conclusion, ANCA are of value in the diagnosis of vasculitis and a possibly useful marker of disease activity. A cytoplasmic pattern (C-ANCA) has been predominantly associated with Wegener's granulomatosis and microscopic polyarteritis whilst the peri-nuclear pattern (P-ANCA) has been seen with microscopic polyarteritis, and idiopathic crescentic nephritis although either pattern may be seen in any of these conditions. Both types of staining are produced by autoantibodies which react with one or more constituents of the primary granule and are associated with necrotizing vascular diseases. Identification of the antigens recognized by ANCA will enable more precise assays to be developed and may allow more specific treatment such as immunoabsorption therapy25 to be developed. The mechanisms of disordered immunity leading to vasculitis and the development of ANCA remain unknown.
